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No dia 25 de abril de 2021, realizaram-se as elei¢des legislativas na
Republica da Albania'. A época, a pandemia COVID-19 durava
sensivelmente ha um ano e um més e, ao contrario do que sucedeu
noutros Estados, a data destas elei¢des ndo sofreu qualquer altera-
¢do proveniente da crise pandémica. E também importante referir
que, apesar da pandemia, a Albania ndo adotou medidas especifi-
cas para o exercicio do direito de voto. Isso mesmo é explicado por
Anlka Elenl Helnmaa, no seu artigo Special Voting Arrangements
(SVAs) in Europe: In-Country Postal, Early, Mobile and Proxy Ar-
rangements in Individual Countries®, quando esclarece que a Alba-
nia foi um dos paises que nido adotou medidas no ambito do voto
por correspondéncia, voto antecipado, voto em mobilidade ou voto
por procuragido. Acresce, que apesar de estar consagrada no Cédigo
Eleitoral® a possibilidade de exercicio do direito de voto para os
eleitores albaneses residentes no estrangeiro, nestas elei¢cdes o voto
s6 pode ser exercido no territério nacional.

As medidas que existiram, decorrendo de uma decisdo do Conselho
de Ministros, aprovada a 15 de marcgo de 2020, decisdo designada
“For taking special administrative measures during the duration of
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A ABSTENGCAO ELEITORAL EM TEMPOS DE PANDEMIA

pertod of infection caused by COVID-1977, tinham alcance geral e
nio se destinaram a nada que se relacionasse com o futuro ato elei-
toral. E 0 mesmo se diga do «estado de emergéncia», decretado no
dia 25 de marc¢o de 2020, com durac¢ao de trinta dias.

Foi pois neste quadro que se realizaram as eleigdes legislativas na
Albania, um pais que ultimamente tem registado taxas de abs-
tencdo superiores as taxas de participacdo, pelo que, sem grande
surpresa, manteve em 2021 a tendéncia. Significa isto que nao po-
demos culpabilizar o Covidl9 pela abstencao de 53,71% regista-
da (mais baixa alids do que a verificada em 2017), como devemos
inclusive salientar que face ao nimero de eleitores - 3.588.869° - o
numero de casos ativos de infecdo no dia 24 de abril (véspera do ato
eleitoral) era de 23.021 casos.

Quadro 1
Tipo de eleicao Ano da eleicao Taxa de abstencao
2021 53,71%
Legislativas 2017 54,17%
2013 47,3%

Fonte: Comissiao Central de Eleiqﬁes9

7 Normatlve Avt of the Council of Mlnliteri no. 3, dated 15.3.2020. DlipOIllV(-‘l in
; a-ad

(shendetesm.gov.al (consultado em 29 de marco de 2022)
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z.gov.al/results/results2021/results2021.htm (consul-
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On 25 April 2021, parliamentary elections were held in the Repub-
lic of Albania®. At the time, the COVID-19 pandemic had lasted
roughly a year and one month and, unlike what happened in other
states, the date of these elections did not change as a result of the
pandemic crisis. It is also important to note that, despite the pan-
demic, Albania has not adopted specific measures to exercise the
right to vote. This is explained by Anlka Elenl Helnmaa, in his
article Special voting Arrangements (SVAs) in Europe: In-Country
Postal, Early, Mobile and Proxy Arrangements in Individual Coun-
iries’, clarifying that Albania was one of the countries that did not
adopt measures in the field of postal voting, early voting, mobile
voting or voting by proxy. Furthermore, even though °the right to
vote for Albanian voters residing abroad is enshrined in the Elec-
toral Code, in these elections, the vote could only be exercised on
national territory.

The measures that existed, resulting from a decision of the Council
of Ministers, approved on March 15, 2020, a decision called “For
taking special administrative measures during the duration of pe-
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riod of infection caused by COVID-19”7, had a general scope and
were not intended for anything related to the future electoral act.
And the same can be said of the “state of emergency”, decreed on
March 25, 2020, lasting thirty days.

It was within this framework that the parliamentary elections were
held in Albania, a country that lately has registered abstention
rates higher than turn out rates, so, unsurprisingly, it maintained
the trend in 2021. This means that we cannot blame COVID-19
for the 53.71% abstention recorded (lower than that seen in 2017),
as we should even point out that given the number of voters -
3,588,869 8- the number of active cases of infection on April 24 (the
eve of the electoral act) there were 23,021 cases.

Table 1
Type of election Year of election Abstention rate
2021 53.71%
Legislative 2017 54.17%
2013 47.3%

. . N g
Source: Central Elections Commission

7 normatlve act of the Council of mlmiter% no. 3, dated 3.15.2020. Avallable in Aktl—

(shendetesm gov.al (accebsed on March 29 2022).

8 Data available at https://kqz.gov.al/results/results2021/results2021.htm
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